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Paritaha Pipi Response to Dredging

Intertidal Pipi monitoring pre and post capital dredging operations Tauranga Moana
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Motuhoa Pipi Enhancement Project

Relocation of Paritaha Pipi to Motuhoa before Dredging Operations
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Mauao MǕtaitai Reserve Monitoring

Monitoring the health of taonga species populations around Mauao
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Mauri, Mana, Moana

The ecological health of Tauranga Moana



IŜ aŀƘƛƴƎŀ aņǘŀƛǘŀƛ ƻ ¢Ŝ !ǿŀƴǳƛΣ tƛǇƛ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢Ŝ 
Paritaha, Tauranga Moana, Before and After Dredging

The Port of TaurangaCapitalDredgingProgrammewithin the TaurangaHarbour,which began
October2015, wascompletedin Julyof 2016. Thisreport detailsbenthicmonitoring undertaken
in October2016, after dredgeworksceasedandis preparedon behalfof the TaurangaMoanaIwi
CustomaryFisheriesTrust (TMICFT),as part of the conditions describedunder the resource
consentfor CoastalPermitNo. 65807(Condition12).

Theoverarchingaim of the monitoring plan is to assessthe statusand trends of biologicaland
physical responsesof the dredging event on Paritaha. Biological responseswill include the
monitoringof pipi healthanddensities,aswell asassociatedbenthicfauna. Physicalresponseswill
involvethe monitoringof the physicalhabitatassedimentcomposition.

Thisstudy has identified a dramatic increaseof juvenile pipi populationsat sites A and B post
dredgingactivities. SiteA hasshowna high level of recruitment. Heavymetalswithin pipi were
observedat very low concentrations,well below ANZACguidelines(2008). A coarseningof sand
was found within most sites, this explaining a high percentageof variation in community
composition.
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Historically,the practiceof relocationof kaimoanaaspart of traditional management. Tikanga
wasconveyedthroughoral tradition, makingdetaileddescriptionsof traditional enhancement
practicesdifficult to replicate.

Paritaha,is the flood tide delta of TaurangaHarbourwith very active sedimentmovement.
Within this high energysubtidalenvironment,sedimentis predominantlycoursesand,with a
smallerproportion of silt. A densepipi habitat occurswithin this area,andthere wasconcern
that thesepipi habitatswould be directly affectedby capitaldredgingoperations. Therefore,
an intervention wasimplementedto rescuepipi within this area,before the capitaldredging
works begun.

Pipiwere relocatedto areasthat were not impactedby dredgingactivitiesbut areasin which
pipi populationswere depletedor not present,takinginto accountthat theseareasoncehad
highpopulationcounts. Motuhoawaschosendueto its uniqueenvironment,its connectionto
the studentsinvolvedin the projectandits lessaccessiblelocation.

Baselinemonitoring of eachareawasundertakento gaugethe current levelsof biodiversity
alongwith the environmental(physical)variablespresentat the time.

aƻǘǳƘƻŀ tƛǇƛ 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ aņ ǿŀƛ Ŝ ǘǹ ƘŜƛ 
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